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                                                              The actions of Yaakov and the Avos were to pave the way for us!                                                             
           � :miwŸl ¡̀  i ¥k £̀ §l ©n Ÿea Er §B §t¦I©e ŸeM §x ©c §l K ©ld̈ aŸw£r©i §e :ŸenŸw §n ¦l oäl̈ aẄÏ©e K ¤l¥I©e m ¤d §z ¤̀  K ¤xä §i©e eiz̈Ÿep §a ¦l §e eip̈ä §l w ¥X©p §i©e x ¤wŸA ©A oäl̈ m ¥M §W©I©e (c-t ck)          

And Lavan arose early in the morning and kissed his sons

and daughters and blessed them. Lavan went and returned to

his place. And Yaakov went on his way, and angels of G-d

met him. There are some difficult questions: First, we note

Lavan blessed his children, then sent them off with his best

wishes. Yet we find no mention of Lavan taking proper leave

of his son-in-law, Yaakov! Of course, the answer to this is

that they left on bad terms. After all, Yaakov endured

endless hardships in Lavan's house for many years. Firstly,

while living with and working for his father-in-law Lavan,

Yaakov agreed to earn Rachel's hand by working as a

shepherd for seven years, only to have Lavan switch

daughters on him at the marriage ceremony, putting Leah in

Rachel's place. Lavan then forced Yaakov to work a second

seven years for Rachel before keeping his part of the

agreement. Then, when it came time to get paid for his

services, Yaakov wanted his payment in sheep, but Lavan

changed their agreement time after time. After twenty years

of deceit, Hashem tells Yaakov that the time has come to

return to the land of Canaan. Yaakov and his household

leave secretly, only to be pursued by Lavan. Yet Yaakov

doesn't complain and accepts all his difficult trials. Now the

question is: How did Yaakov survive these ordeals? Another

difficulty is the deeper insight of i ¥k £̀ §l ©n Ÿea Er §B §t¦I©e ŸeM §x ©c §l K ©ld̈ aŸw£r©i §e
miwŸl ¡̀  "And Yaakov went on his way, and angels of G-d met

him." Why does the Torah have to reveal that Yaakov met

angels? The answer could be that the heilige Avos, for whom

we constantly pray, toiled with great Emunah and sacrifice

in serving Hashem and were elevated from a materialistic

existence.They lived with true Mesiras Nefesh. They paved

the way for their children to grasp their levels for all eternity.

According to Chazal, a Yid must always ask, "When will my

actions reach the actions of the Avos?"(:(dk wxt edil` iac `pz
"izea` iyrnl iyrn eribi izn xnel mc` aiig" Yaakov also knew

that only by passing these tests would he be able to have 12

noble sons, forerunners, and forefathers of the Shevatim and

tribes. Yaakov was a master of his inner strength. He

elevated himself to angelic levels. Therefore, he could

survive a shepherd's life without sleep or shelter. He knew

Lavan was merely a pawn of Hashem, sent to test him. All

this is done with the intention of this merit and strength will

allow further generations to achieve these traits. With this in

mind, we can understand the Posuk that G-d's angels met

him and that Yaakov attained the level of an angel.That is

what the Posuk means by saying that miwŸl ¡̀  i ¥k £̀ §l ©n Ÿea Er §B §t¦I©e
"angels met him,", accepting him almost as a peer, as it

were. With this insight, we can now understand a difficulty

in the following Parsha which begins: ei ½̈pẗ §l Æmi ¦k ῭ §l ©n aŸ³w£r«©i g ©̧l §W¦I©e
:mŸe «c ¡̀  d¬¥c §U xi−¦r ¥U dv̈ §x¬©̀  ei®¦g ῭  e−Ü¥rÎl ¤̀  Yaakov dispatched angels

ahead of him to his brother Esav in Seir, the field of Edom.

Yaakov wanted to find out what his brother Esav was up to

and if he was at peace with him or ready for a war. The

Meforshim all ask: How was Yaakov able to utilize angels

for his needs? However, according to the above, since

Yaakov had attained the level of an angel, he was allowed to

take advantage and send them to spy on Esav. We also find

in Parshas Vayigash that after Yaakov learned that Yosef

was in Egypt, Hashem wanted the family to settle in the land

of Goshen. According to the Torah, 45:28.Æeip̈ẗ §l g³©lẄ d º̈cEd §i z ¤̀ §e
dp̈ §W®B ei−p̈ẗ §l zŸ ¬xŸed §l s ½¥qŸeiÎl ¤̀  Yaakov sent Yehuda ahead of him to

Yosef to direct him to Goshen, and they arrived there.Rashi

ponders the word, whose Aggadic interpretation is that there

should be teaching—to build a house of study for him, from

which teaching would emanate. Yaakov was in a state of

elation and eager to see his son, whom he hadn’t seen for

twenty-two years. Yet, he gathers inner strength and is only

worried about setting up a yeshiva for his children and

grandchildren. Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov  set the

stage for all future generations, and for that, we can always

rely on their zchus. In the prayer of our daily Shmoneh

Esrah, the first three berachos are known as Birchas Avos,

and we remember them. The climax of the Neilah prayer on

Yom Kippur is that we beg Hashem to forgive us in zchus of

the Avos.The final redemption from our deep and long exile

will be in the zchus of the Avos. The same is true for us

parents as we pave the way for our children. (Yehuda Z.

Klitnick)

story of the week (By Yehuda Z. Klitnick) 

******The Rebbe taught the Lamdan to  be  humble*****

Rabbi Boruch of Mezhiboz (5513–18 days of Kislav 5571)

was the Baal Shem Tov's grandson through a daughter of

Udel. Rav Baruch was very close to Rav Levi Yitzchok of

Barditchev. It was known that if you offended him, he

would put forth his wrath on that person; therefore, people

were very careful how they spoke to Rav Baruch.  Rav Levi

Yitzchok was known to be a Talmid Chacham, and many

scholars came to hear his sermons. Once a Lamdan-a
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Rabbinical Scholar-, who was a Misnaged -opponent of

Chassidism-, was in Barditchev for a short while to collect

money, and he came to the drasha of the Rebbe. The

Lamdonim were arguing among themselves until the Rebbe

asked them to quiet down. After the drasha, the Lamdan

came to Rav Levi Yitzchok and asked him a few questions

that seemed to refute the entire drasha. The Rebbe asked

him to please come to his home, and they would discuss an

answer there. The Lamdan felt that the Rebbe was

embarrassed to admit that he was wrong, and therefore did

not go to the Rebbe’s house. The Chassidim knew the

reason why the Rebbe did not answer him in public, since

the Rebbe was humble and never showed off his vast

knowledge of Torah in public.

A few days later, the same scenario repeated itself: the

Lamdan asked a few questions, refuted the drasha, and

invited discussion on an answer. However, he did not go.

The Lamdan chided the Chassidim, saying that their Rebbe

was embarrassed to admit that he erred! The Chassidim

were offended and hurt by these comments, and they

decided they would teach this arrogant Lamdan a lesson!

A group of Chassidim were ready to travel to Mezhiboz, and

they invited the Lamdan to come along to meet Rav Baruch.

He asked them if Rav Baruch was a Talmid Chacham, and

they answered that it seemed that he was not. The Lamdan

became anxious and said, "He would like to meet a Rebbe

who is not a Talmid Chacham and give him some mussar."

The Chassidim were happy that the Lamdan agreed to come

along. They knew that Rav Baruch would teach this Lamdan

to be humble!

They arrived in Mezhiboz, and the Lamdan headed to the

Bais Hamidrash. Meanwhile, the Chassidim went to the

Rebbe to advise him of the Lamdan who came along with

them and was disrespectful to Rav Levi Yitzchok. Rav

Baruch told them that he would take care of this. When Rav

Baruch came to shul, he gave Shalom Aleichem to the

Lamdan and asked him, "If he knew how to learn?" The

Lamdan answered "that he was fluent in all of the Talmud

and Midrashim." The Rebbe said: "I cannot say that about

myself, but I know a few pieces of Zohar! The Lamdan said:

"I am fluent in the Zohar too!"

The Rebbe told the Lamdan, "Prepare a few difficult

questions on any piece of the Zohar, and then come to my

house and we can discuss that Zohar." The Lamdan took a

Zohar, found a difficult piece, prepared some questions, and

came to the home of Rav Baruch. Rav Baruch asked the

Lamdan if he had some questions to ask. The Lamdan

answered, "He had." The Lamdan sat down and almost

fainted when he noticed that the Rebbe had the Zohar

opened to the page where he had prepared his questions!

The Lamdan asked the Rebbe, "How did he know to open

the Zohar to this page?" "Well, they don’t call me a Rebbe

for nothing!" was the answer!

The Lamdan asked his questions, and the Rebbe refuted

them one by one. The Lamdan became flattered and

admitted that the Rebbe was a Talmid Chacham. Now the

Rebbe turned to Lamdan and asked, "Can I ask you a

question in the Talmud?" "Of course you can." The Rebbe

began, "The Gemara Niddah 30b teaches that an angel

teaches an unborn child the entire Torah and a candle is lit

above his head. When the child enters this world, another

angel hits him above the lips, and the child forgets what he

was taught. My question is: "What is the purpose of teaching

the Torah and then having an angel make him forget what he

learned?" Either let him remember or do not teach at all.

The Lamdan answered, "He does not know." The Rebbe

answered: "Why did Hashem create the nature of

forgetting?" Would it not be better if everyone remembered

everything? The answer is: if people would not forget, then

their loved ones who passed away, would always be in their

minds, and they would be bitter all their lives. Also, Hashem

wanted people to forget that they would die one day,

because no one would want to build a house or start a

business knowing that he would not be here one day!

Therefore, an angel teaches the Torah but has another angel

make him forget it to show that forgetting is a good thing.

Now the angel who has the job of hitting the child is the

angel of forgetting, and there are times that he forgets to hit

the child, and the child remains a Lamdan. "I see that the

angel forgot to hit you, but I think that I will do his job." The

Rebbe put his hand above the lips of the Lamdan. "Now let

us learn the piece of the Zohar that you had some difficulty

with," the Rebbe said. The Yid looked in the Zohar but did

not understand one word of the Zohar. He completely forgot

what he knew! The Rebbe told him that a person who learns

and toils in Torah becomes humble and has good middos.

However, because the Torah was your only gift, it did not

teach you how to act. The Rebbe gave him a path to follow,

and he became a humble Yid. He found himself a humble

job as a shamash in a shul and had a nice parnassa..

elqk g''i is the Yahrzeit of Rav Baruch. He is buried next to

the Baal Shem Tov. His Torah is printed in `xedpc `pivea xtq
The following day elqk h''i is the Yahrzeit of the Magid of

Mezritch who was the successor to the holy Baal Shem Tov. 

elqk h''i  is an important day by Chassidim.
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